
Loose parts are tactile materials that we can find in nature and our daily life. These materials 

can be moved, carried, separated, combined and redesigned in multiple ways. The seashell 

Redd used to build his sandcastle in the story is an example of a loose part. The use of these 

materials can strengthen many abilities and skills.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Engaging in critical thinking, abstract thinking, 

creative thinking and problem solving 

Working collaboratively and 

sharing resources 

Manipulating different sized 

objects 



  

 

Choose materials that are transformational and  

multi-functional. When a loose part is open-ended and 

versatile, it encourages creativity and imagination.  

 

 

Collect loose parts based on various qualities: colour, shape, 

weight, touch, similarities and differences. In providing a 

range of items, children learn how to compare different 

materials and develop a more concrete understanding of 

specific concepts.  

 

 

Loose parts can be used in endless ways depending on 

where the children’s imagination takes them. Take a step 

back and watch the magic unfold as the collection of loose 

parts enhance their learning experience.  

 
 


